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flational Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People not considered to ba 
Communist front organisation, Several 
Southern chapters have-been subject to. 
Comminist infiltration. Constitution 
and By-laws of the branches, National 
officers, Southern officers, Memphis, 
Nashville and Mobile chapter officers 
set out, Official publication of the 
.A.A.C.P. is knowm as "The Crisis". 
Youth groups or sed at Southern college 
universities yne College chapter at 
—Memphis suspected of.-radical -tendencies,. 


DETAILS: AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: 


igation was conducted jo: 
the writers — 3 


_ dforres DE c in any sense; that its purpose was solely 
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ae "ie > better the economic and social conditions of the colored - 


~~ 


ee people, He added, however, that Som of the chapters of the— 


N.A.A.C.P. here in the South had been subject to Communist 
infiltration and that there had been attempts made in these 
chapters to divert the purpose of the organization so as to | 
further the program of the Communist Party. He provided the 
following list of National officers, Board of Directors and 
Legal Committee of the National organisation: 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


Preside 
ARTHUR B INGARN 


Chairman of the, Board 
DR. LOVIS GHT 


RY McLEOD BETHUNE” 
H. BURROUGHS 
GODFREY LOWELL CABOT 
4DY.—ARTHUR CAPPER _ 


» WALTER GRAY CRUMP 
ISHOP JOHN A. GREGG 
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
MANLEY 0. HUDSON 
HON. IRA W. JAYNE 
HON. CAROLINE 0 *DAY 


ry 
Assistant Secretary 
Editor, The Crisis 


HARZES H. HOUSTON 


RGOOD MARSHALL | 
Special Counsel 
/ WILLIAM PICKENS Director of Branches 
anes 01 hearer te A 
UFREDER RROW i r 
GEORGE oe B. MORPHY, I> Publicity and Promtion 
NEV. H. ROBINSON aa Youth Director, 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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DR. NC -MePHERSON 
EUGENE M. MARTIN 
CARL MURPHY 
DR. E,W, TAGGART 
Boston, Mass. “ALFRED . BAKER LEWIS 


Charleston, W. Va.  G. NUTTER 


Chi cago f, PAUL H. DOUGLAS 
Cleveland 


Detroit 

Emporia, Kans. 

Ithaca, N. Y. MAJOR ROBERT E. TREMAN 
Newark, N. J. GRACE B. FENDERSON 

New York LILLIAN 4. ALEXANDER 

DR. ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMERS 
MARION CUTHBERT 


“HUBERT T. DELANY 
DOUGLAS P. FaLCONER 
LEWIS S. GaNNETT 
JOHN HaMMOND 
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
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MARY WHITE OVINGTON 
FON, CHARLES POLE’ 

. PHI PRANDOLPHS 
REV. JAM . ROBL SON 
COL. THEODORE ROOSEVELT 


OO De nae «, 


Oklahoma City 
Philadelphia 
Richmond, Va, 
St. Louis 
Tale Ala. 


Topeka, Sans, HON. ARTHUR CAPPER 

Washington WILLIAM H. HASTIE 

ge EDWARD RUSSELL 
CHARLES H. THOMPSON 

OR. ELIZABETH YATES WEBB. 
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NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 


FILET HasTIE Washington; Chairman 
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Atlanta 

Berkeley, Calif. 
Boston 
Charleston, W, Va. 
Chicago 


Erie, Pa, 
Jacksonville 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Madison, Wis, . 
Muskogee, Okla. 
Nashville, Tenn, 
____New_York 


Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Toledo, Ohio 


Washington 


Wilmington, Del. 


JA. T. WALDEN 


WALTER A. GORDON 

IRWIN T. DORCH 

T. G. NUTTER 

IRVIN C. MOLLISON 

EDVARD H. MORRIS 

WILLIAM F. ILL=G 

S. D. NcGILL 

THOMAS L. Gr“ FFITH, JR. 

CHAREES W. ANDERSON 

LLOZJD GaRRI SUN 

CHARLES A. CHANDIER 
ALEXANDER LOOBY — 

poe ERT T. DELANY 


ARIS Lo ERNST 
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS 
BENJAMIN KAPLAN 
RaRL N. LLEWELLYN 


—_JAMES MARSHALL 


WALTER MENDELSOHN 
CHaRLES H. STUDIN 
FRANCIS BIDDLE 
HOMER S. BROWN 
JESSE S. HESLIP 
WILLIAM T. McKNIGHT 
CHARLES H. HOUSTON 


GES asetT, 


LEON A. RANSOM 


STEPHEN J. SPINGARN 


INUIS L. REDDING. 


The National Association for the Ad ment of 
Colored People maintains its National headquarters at 69 Fifth 
venue, New York, The organization has branch .ehapters in 
practically all the large cities in the country but is particu- 
larly strong in the major population centers of the South.- 
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"ARTICLE I. 
NAME AND OBJECT 


Section 1 The name of this organization shall be the 
(name of city or county) Branch of the 
Name - National Association for the Advencement 
of Colored People. 


wee) 3 


Section 2 ThE ..ccccesesccceecs Branch shai’. be a 

constituent and subordinate unit o” the 
Object Association, subject to the gener. authority 

and jurisdiction of the Boaru of u..rectors of 
the Association. Its objects shall be to promte the econo- 
mic, political, civic and social betterment of colored people 
and their harmonious cooperation with other peoples, in conform 
ity with the articles of incorporation of the Association, its 
constitution and by-laws, and as directed by the Board of Di- 
rectors -of _the Associ-tion, 


ARTICLE II. 
OFFICERS 


Section 1 The officers of the Branch shall be a President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer; also, 
Officers at the option of the Branch, additional Vice- 
Presidents and an Assistant Secretary. The offi- 
cers shall be elected as hereinafter provided. 


Section 2 The duties of the President shall bes 
(a) To preside at meetings of the Branch and to 
President act as Chairman of the Executive Committee, unless 
the Executive Committee elects some other mem- 
ber of its body to bé chairman, 


(bd) To appoint all committees not directly elected by the 
Branch or the Executive Committee. 

(c) Between mectings of the Executive Committee and subject 
to the approval thereof, to exercise — executive 
authority on behalf of the Branch, 

(da) To perform such other functions and exercise such further 
duties as may be voted from time to time by the Brench 
or the Executive Committee, 


= 
ar) 


A : , i TERS : 
Fg NE ERTS SE Seer ere re. ae OU Ear oem. ewan er en-ars “s 
: + > r 4 ; 9 ne : ie Oe ao¥, 


TRA ne Are Ts 
Rha coor at 


Gawde te : 


+} caabalid dsa |. 7 


-—- -  -_ =———s Ore Oo -=. 


) 
! 
ff 
| 


{ 
| 
| 
} 
| 
f 
| 
1 
| 


_- -{e) To tountersign all requisitions by the Secretary for - 
disbursements from the Branch treasury, re 


The President shall be ex-officio a member of all com 


ittees, gg the Nominating re as | preva in Article 
IV, Section 4. * 


Section 3 The duties of the Vice-President shall be to per- 
: form all the duties of the Fresident in his ab- 
Vice sence or disability. In cas2 of mre than one 
President Vice-President, the Vice-Presiderts shall be 
designated as first, sccond, third. etc., and 
shall sfechede: their duties according to their r-..erica: rank, 
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Section 4 The duties of the Secretary shal be | 


(2) To act as Secretary of the Branch and the _ 
Secretary Executive Committee, to give due notice of all 
meetings of the Branch and the Executive Yomrittee, 
to kecp full and accurate records of the proceedings of the Branch 
and of the Executive Committee and record the _ in a mimte 
book-or -minute -boeks; 


$2 To keep a record of all Branch members and their dues, 


(c) To give receipts for all membership fees received and 

to transmit such fees to the Branch Treasurer; to send 

promptly to the National Office lists of all member- 

ships received; to secure from the Treasurer and for- 

ward tc the National Office that portion of membership 

fees belonging to the National Office. | 

To aid, coordinate and integrate the work of the several 

committe -s and division of the Branch, | 

To submit reports to the Branch and the Beamitdve ‘Commdtte: 

at all regular mectings, or whenever required by either 

body, covering the status of the Branch and its activi- 
ties since the date of the last report; to submit to the 

Branch at its annual meeting an annual report on the 

status and activities of the Branch, A copy of all re- 

ports by the Secretary when adopted by the Branch shall 
be forwarded to the National Office. 

(f) To keep the Secretary of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People informed of all events 
affecting the interests of colored people in the vicinity 
of the Branch, and to submit to the National Office, when- 
ever reqired by the ational Office, a Bi on Branch 
activities, 
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{g) In conjunction with the President, to sign requi---- 
sitions for disbursements from the Branch treas= ee 
ury and to miintain a file of receipts for disburse- © 
ments, 
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The Secretary shall be ex-officio.a member of all com 
mittevs, except the Nominating Comittee as provided in Article 
IV, Section 4. # 3 


nue 


Section 5 © The duties of the Troasurer shall bes. 
= (a) To receive all monies of the Branch and 
promptly to deposit the same in the name of the Branck in a 
Separate account or accounts in a responsi>d:.e hank or trust 
company. No money shall be withdrawn fron any such account 
except on check signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the 
President, 


(b) To act as Chief financial officer of the Branch and 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

(c) To make authorized disbursencnts upon requisitions 

—signed -by-the Secretary -and—countersigned—_by—the 

President, Each requisition shall recite the amount 
and purpose of the payment requested. Every requisi- 
‘tion in the amount of one hundred dollars mre 
mist further be approved by the Executive Committee 
before payment, ‘4he Branch by regulation may require 
that requisitirzns in smaller amount be approved by the 
Executive Committee, 


; 
if 
fo | 
Bt 
pb’ 
ai 
a 
‘a 


(d) To remit through the Secretary to the National Office 
the proportion of membership fees to which the National 
Office is entitlcd, as hereinafter provided, within 
fifteen days after their receipt (Article V, Section 4). 

(e) To submit reports to the Branch and the Executive Com 
mittee at all regular neetings, or whenever required 
by cither body, covering the financial condition of 
the Branch, showing receipts and disbursonents, out- 
standing accounts unpaid since his last reports; to | 
submit an annual report of the business of his office 
at the annual mecting of the Branch, to which shall 
be appended a statement signed by the President and 
Secretary that all funds received by the Branch have 
been listed in the Treasurer's report. A copy of all 
reports by the Treasurer, when adopted by the Branch, 
shall be forwarded to the National Office. 


# Amended by National Board of Directors, March 11, 1940. 
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ARTICLE IIf. 


COMMITTEES — 


Section 1 The Executive Committee shall have general con- 

trol of the affairs of the Branch, subject to the 

authority of the Branch and to the provisions. of 
Executive this Constitution, It shal2 consist of the Prosi- 
Committee dent, First. Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

the chairmen of the standing comu-:tees of the 

Branch, the President of the Youth Comncil, the 

President cf each College Chapter in the same #§==§= ~~ 
community, the Senior Branch Adviser in the Youth Counszil, the 
Senior Branch Adviser of the Junior Youth Councii, and such other 
menbers to be elected at the anmal meeting of the Branch ss 
the Branch by by-law may decide: Provided, that the totel member- 
ship of the Executive Committee shall not exceed twenty-five, 


except by written authorization of the Board of Directors of 
the Association, 


The Executive Comrittee shall render a report 
to the Branch at the regular meetings of the Brn ch and when- 
ever otherwise required by the Branch, 


} The further duties and powers of the Executive 
Committee shall bes 
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(a) At its first meeting following the anmal meeting of 
the Branch, to appoint the standing committees, | 

{2 To appoint special committevs from time to time. | 

c) To fil) all vacencies in Branch offices or on 
committees for the unexpired tern, 


The quorum of the Executive Committee shall be 
determined by the Branch but shall not be less than one-third 
of its total membership. | 


Section 2 The standing committees of the Branch shall be 
the Committee on Membership, Finance, Press 

Standing and Publicity, Legal Redress and Legislation, 

Committees | Labor and Industry, “ducation, Entertaiments, 
and Youth Council and Junior Work, | 


With the exception of the Committees on Mem- 
bership, Labor and Industry, Education, and Entertainments, 
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—__——-#®hich may bo-larger at desired-—by the Branch, these standing 


commttecs shall consist of not less than three members nor more 
than seven nembers, 


© 


The duties of the standing committees shall be: 


os 


(a) MEMBERSHIP. The Membership Committee shall work to 
increase the membership of the Association, 

(bo) FINANCE. The Finance Committee, which shall consis* 
of the President, Treasurer, and at least one other menber, . 
shall have the duty of raising funds for tue Branch for special, 
locai and other purposes within the scope of the Brancn progran. 


shall endeavor t- secure publicity in the 2%0ca.. cress for the 
work of the Brancn and she Association. &7 pez ional visits and 
correspondence, it shall attempt to -nterest eaitors in loca: 
‘tonditi-ns affecting colored people and -in-the rece question 


(c) PRESS AND PUBLICITY. The Press and Put.icity Committee 


in general, 


It shall watch carefully the publications of the commnity 
and report theresn to the appropriate committee, 


The Press and Publicity Committee shail be responsible 
for forwarding t> THE CRISIS items ccvering Branch activities 
and important lecal affairs, It shall also act as far as 
possible as an agency for the promotion and sale cf THE CRISIS. 


No publicity shall be released by the Press and Publicity 


C~mmittee without first being apprcved by the President of the 
Bremch, = 


ce 

(d) LEGAL REDRESS AND LEGISLATION, The Legal Redress and 
Legislation Committee if pcssible shall be comprised largely 
cf lawyers, It shall examine the state laws and local ordi- 
nances for possibilities of discrimination, work for better 
and equal enforcement of the laws, sponser beneficial legisla- 
tion, and work for the repeal of discriminatory laws, 


It shall keep the Executive Committee of the Branch and 
the Netional Office promptly informed of all propaed legisla- 
tion affecting colored people, 


It shall investigate all cases reported to it for legal 
redress, consulting when necessary with the attorneys of the 
National Legal Committee, and shall watch over all litigation 
din which the Branch is interested, =~ 
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—The Legal Redress_and Legislation Comittee shall not — 
given general legal advice. - - --- ¢:¢-°c8 ce 


(e) LABOR AND INDUSTRY. The Committee on Labor and In- 
dustry shall seek ways and means of improving the status of 
colored people in labor, industry and agriculture. 

(f) EDUCATION. The Committee on Education shall study 
local educational conditions affecting colored perple. It 
shall aim to be a center of popular education on the race 
ques*ion and the work of the National Asso-iation, It shall 
Seek to stimulate attendance of colored youth iz schoo’. anc 
shall visit the schools so as to keep informed vu conc:*ions 
and strive to correct abuses where found. 

(g) ENTERTAINWWENTS. The Committee on Enturtcinmoy:s 
shall have charge of entertzrinments of such kind as sh3.1 be 


approved ty the Executive Committee, 


(h) ‘YOUTH COUNCIL AND JUNIQR WRK, The Comittee on Youth 
Council and Junior Work shall ccnsisy of the Senior Branch Ad- 
viser to the Youth Council, The Senicr Branch adviser to the 


JuMLOY Youth Council, the Youth Cotral Presiderit, and the 
Junior Youth Council President. The membership of this Comi- 
ttee may be increased by the Branch Executive Committee to seven 
menbers. 


The Committee on Youth Council and Junior Work shall be 
responsible to the Branch Executive Committee. Its duties shall 
be to develop the youth program of the Sranch and to coordinate 
the programs of the senior and youth groups, 


Section 3 Members of the Executive Committee and of the 
Terre several standing committees shall hold office 
for one year and until their successors are 

elected and qualify, , 


Section 4 Nen-functioning committees shall be promptly | 

discharged by the Executive Committee and, where . 
Vacancies necessary, new appointments made by the Executive 
and Committee for the unexpired terms of unful-. 


Removals filled purposes. 


The position of any member of the Executive Com- 
mittee or of any standing or special comittee who shall be 
absent from three consecutive mectings of the comittee, without 
notice or explanation to the committee, may be declared vacant 
by the Executive Comnittee, sie 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND - .—- 
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“EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ~ oe eee 
Section 1 The officers and Executive Committee clected 
at the organization meeting of the Branch 
Organization <h211 hold office until their successors are 
Mecting elected and qualify. 
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Secti.cn 2 Thereafter, 211 officers and the Executive Com~ 
Anm2] mittee, shall be elected by -allot at eac’ annual 
Meeting meeting of the Branch and siall t51d off:..e for 

. one year and until their successor: are <.ected 
and qualify. 


Section 3 411 those who signify their untenticn of .sconm- 
ing charter members of the Branch and their en- 
Elections ——-dorsement of the ains and purposes of the 


National association for the Advancenent of 
Colored People end who have paid the prescribed fees shall be 
entitled to vote at the organizatior meeting and to be elected 
to office. 
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Thereafter, all members who ‘are in good standing 
by noon of the day of any meeting of the Branch shall be en- 
titled to vote at that mecting and to hold offiico in the Branch, 


Section 4 at the regular necting of the Branch next prececing 
the annual meeting, the Branch may elect a Nomi: 

Nominating nating Committee, composed of not less than three 

Comittee Mor more than seven members, to present nomina- 

ee tions at the annual mecting for all offices and 

the Bxecutive Committee: Provided, that addi- 

tional. nominations may be made at the annual meeting by written 

petition signed by three or more members of the Branch. 


30 
31 | 
63 
43 


In case a nominating committee is not elected or 
neglects or refuses to render a report, nominations shall 
be made at the annual meeting by written petition signed by 
three or more menbers of the Branch, 


Section 5 The right to vote is personal and may not be 
Right to Vote exercised by proxy.. 
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ARTICLE VY, 


___ MEMBERSHIP AND DUES ~~ 


Section 1 Any person may bec-me a menber of the Branch in - 


accordance with the articles of inccrporation and 


Membership the constitution and by-laws of the Association 


by paying annually in advance a fee of at least 
one dollar, Membership in the Branch shall in- 


clude menbership in the National Association. 


Sec*ion 2 Any person paying an annua. xembersiip o* two. 
dollars and fifty cents or more osrail be un 
titled to reccive THE CRISIS wit'<« .t fur :ner 
charge during the year. 


THE 


CRISIS 


Section 3 Members of the National Associaticn in g20d 


—Menmber s-at= affiliate with the new Branch und te -entitied 


standing where brancnes are being formed nay 


Large to vote up’n presenting satisfactory evidence 


of their membership, They shall not be 


assessed annual membership fees by t':e new Dranch until the 
expiration of the annual membership for whk*ch they have paid, 


Section 4 The Branch shall remit to the Treasurer of the 


National Association the Netional Office's 


Division of share of all membership fees, within fifteen 


Fees 


days of thoir receipt, in the following pro- 
portions, and may retain the balance in its 


treasury for local purposes: 


(a) SENIOR MEHBE?SHIP (for persons twenty-one years of 
age or over) $1.00; To National Office, $0.50; local 
treasury $0.50. 


(b) YOUTH MEMBERSHIP (for persons under twenty-one 
years of age) $0.50; To National Office $0.25; 
local treasury £0.25, 


(c) CRISIS MEMBERSHIP (includes one year's subscription 
to THE CRISIS) $2.50; to National Office $2.00; local 
treasury $0.50. ; : | 


(4) BLUE CERTIFICATE MEMBERSHIP (includes THE CRISIS and 
iy $5.00; To National Office $3.75; local tress-_ 
ury 0256 jake : | 
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(c) GOLD CERTIFICATE MEMBERSHIP (includes THE CRISIS sss 
and -aii-iteraturc) $10.00; to-National Office $6 253 - 
local treasury $3.75. Wie) 
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(f) LIFE MEMBERSHIP -=- $500.00 or more. Life Membership 
Shall constitute an endowment for the national work of 
the Association and the full sw shzll be forwarded 

to the National Office.,. 


Section 5 The Branch may retain for the locas treasury | 
ten ($10.00) dollars out o* ever contric-tinr. 
Contributions of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars or .ore w-_ch 4¢ 
obtains. The balance of such oo:.::ibuti:ns shall 
be forwarded to tne Trecsurer of the Natic2l aszociation, 


Section 6 Wherever the Branch cones within the jur.3dic- 
tion of a state or regional conference, assessments 
“otate and Jn the Branch for support of the conference shall 
Regional be paid into the National Office and transmitted 
Assess- by the National Office to the treasury of the 
nents — state or regional conference, The amoun* of such 
assessments shall be czstermi..ed the state 


wee eer: 


or regional conference with the approval or the Noticnal Board —~ 
of Directors. 


Section 7 The Branch may raise and retain funds for local 
purposes within the scope of the Association 

Other program, through entertainments and other 

Funds special activities; but in all announcements re- 
garding such entertainments and special activi- 
‘ties, the specific local purpose for which the 

funds are to be used mst be mde clear and a full financial 

report shall be rendered to the Branch, the National Office, 

and the public, 


: The Branch may raise funds with the consent of 
the National Office in the name of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, for other than local 
purposes, through entertaimments end special activities, in 
which case fifty per cent of the net proceeds shall be sent 
to the Natinnal Ofiice and fifty per cent retained in the 
Branch treasury. A financial report of all such entertain- 
ments and activities shall be rendered to the Branch, the 
National Office, and the public. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


) | 


= MEETINGS © == 
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Section 1 Regular mectings of the Branch shall be held 
Regular at lease once a month, and such other public 
Mectings or special mectings as may be required, 


Section 2 The Annual Meeting fcr the eiection of officers, 
Amme2li which may coincide with the regular meeting of 
Mcevinc. the Branch, shell be held *::tween Novemri-r 1 1nd 
Decenber 15, unless the time of the mecting is changed with 
the written approval of the National Office, * 


Section 3 Written notice of time and piace oi the +..nua. 
Meeting shall be sent by the Secretary ~« each 
member of the Branch in good stancing at least 

seven -days -pricr -to-the -date--f_the-Annual Mecting, 


Notice of the regular nonthly or special mect- 
ings shall be sent to each member in good st-nding in writing, 
or published in s-me local /periodis.l, exept that notice 
of regular mectings need -not-be—sent wher -definite—dates—and 
places of such mectings have been set by resolusion of the 
Branch, 


Section 4 Special nectings may be called at any time and 

place on three days' written notice by direction 
Special of the President, or of any three members of tie 
Meetings Executive Committec; 3 or on failure of these to 
act, by any ten members of the Branch. 


Section 5 The Executive Conmittee shall meet at least 

_ once a month at such times and places as it may 
Exccutive determine, Special meetings of the Executive 
Committee Committee may be called by the President, the © 
| Secretary, or by two members of the Comittee, on 
tw- days' written notice, 


Section 6 The Standing Committees apprinted by the Executive 
Comrittee shall mevt regularly once a mnth ct sucl. 
Standing time and places as thoy may dotermine. Special 
Committees ‘mectings may be called by the chairman or by two 
members on two days! written notice, All stand 
ing committees shall report cach mnth to the Executive Cormttec 


at its regular mocting. 
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Section 7 In the event a quorum is not present at any 
regular -r special meeting of the Branch or 
~ Adjourned —- committee of the Branch, those present et — 
Meetings the time and place announced for said meot= 
ing, may adjourn the same from time to time a 

day, hetr and place certain, andi with-ut further notice all 
business which might lawfully have been transacted at the 

original nesting may be transacted at the adjourned mecting. 
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ARTICLE VII. 
QUORUL 


The numbcr of members necescary t- cons*: tute 
a quorum :t all meetings sh::il1 be Jeciddéc ups 
by a resolution adoptcd nae the sranch, 


ARTICLE VIsI. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


at Ta 


Unless altered or suzpended at any neetirz 
Order of ___ by a najority yotc o° the m-nbers present, 
Business the followinz shall be the erder of business 
at mectings of the Branchs 


ascertainnent of menbers present 
Roading of ninutes of previous neeting 
Reports of officers 

Reports of comuittees 

Electicns 

Unfinished business 

New busincss 


Rules of procedure es laid down in Robert's 
Rules of Order shall govern the Branch except as otherwise 
herein provided. 


sRTICLE IX 


REMOV.L OF OFFICERS 


If a Branch fails to report to the Notional 


or all of the offices of the Braneh. po ons ghichy 
order a new alcction. 
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Notice of removal shall be sent to the President, 4 
y, 4nd-Treasurer_of the Branch by registered mail at ~ "~~ 
their last addresses on file in the neni ee Office and may be -- 4 
published in the official organ of the National Association. 
Upon receipt of notice either by mail or publiscation, the officers 
shall perform no official act and shall hold all records end monies 
of the Branch, subject to the disposition of the “ational Office. 
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Section 2 The “ational Board cf Directors my also declere 
any office of the Branch vacant and order a new 
Neglectful election, on satisfactory evidence that the officer 
and Unit is guilty of gross neglect of his offical dutics, 
Officers or of such conduct as would be inimical to the best © 
interest of the National association for “_ Ad- 
vencement of Colored Pecple or of the Branch. 
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The charges against the officer must be prefe-red 
in writing -and signed -by the person-or—persens making -the-sane, 
and forwarded to the National Office, Immediately on receipt 
of the same, the Secretary of the National Association shall 
forward a copy of the charges by registered nail to the officer 
at his last address on file in the National Office. No action 
Shall be taken oan the charges untit fittecn 

copy should have reached the officer by o--dinary course of post. 
- He shall be entitled within the fifteen days to file with the 

National Office his answer in writing to the charges. The 

National Board of Directors reserves the right to hear and 

act on the charges and defense on written statenent, affiday't, 

or oral testinony as in its judgnent jugtice may require, 


- Notice of the findings and action of the Board 
shall be sont to the officer by registered mail at his last 
adéress on file in the Naticnsl Office and, in the direction 
of the Board of Directors, published in the official organ 
of the National Association. In the event the charges are 
sustained and tho office declared vacant, upon receipt of 
notice to that effect by nail, publication or otherwise, the 
officer shall perform m official act and shall hold all re- 
cords and mnics of the Branch subject to the disposition of 
the National Office or his successor in office. 


SUSPENSION ..ND REVOCATION 
OF CHARTER sits 
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Section 1 The Charter of authority received by the Branch 
---ypon its admission to the National association for- 
Suspension The “advancement of Colored People, may be suspended; 
and or revoked by the Board of Directors of the Asso-. 
Revocation ciation whenever the Board sha 1 deem it for the 
best interest of the Association. Such revocation 


shall not invalidate the menbership of any member of the Branch 
in the National Association, 


Section 2 Notice of the findings and action of the board shall 
be sent by the Secretary of the Association, by 
Notice of registered mail, to the President and Secretary of 
Suspension the Branch, and may be published in the official 
organ of the Notional Association. In case the 
Charter of the Branch is suspended or revoked, upor receipt of 
notice by the rresident or Secretary by mail, publication, or 
otherwise, the Branch shall cease to function and the officers 
shall forthwith forward all records, property and nonies of the’ 
Branch to the National Office where the same may be applied in 


its discretion for the benefit of the commnity whercin the 
Branch was located. 
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ARTICLE XI. 
AMENOIMENTS 


With the written approval of the National Board 
Amendments of Directors previ2usly obtained, this Constitu- 

tion By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of tho 
Branch: Provided that (1) notice in writing of the proposed 
anendnent shall be given to all members at least seven days 
prior to the meeting at which the same is to be acted upon; or 
that (2) the proposed amendment shall be approved at two successive 
regular meetings of the Branch. 


ARTICLE XII. 


AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES 


Groups of sevon or nore individuals in communities 
authorized too small to maintain a branch of the Association 
Committees may be authorized by the Board of Directors to 

work as Authorised Committees of the National Asso- 
ciation for the advancement of Colored People, carrying out its 
purposes and objects and raising funds for its support as 
does a Yranch, subject to such rules and regulations as the 
National Board of Directors may enact. 
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YOUTH COUNCILS £ND 
JUNIOR YOUTH COUNCILS 


Branches of the Association may organize Youth 
Youth Councils and Junior Youth Councils which shall 
Councils be subject to the control of the Executive 

Comnittee, and to such rules and regulations as 
the National Board of Directors may enacti 


ARTICLE XIV. 


WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 


* 4 were wth. wht +o: . 


Branches of the Association may organize a 
Woman's Auxiliary subject to the control o7 the 
“Executive Committee and to such rules and resi 
lations as the National Board of Directors may 
enact. 
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uRTICLE XV. 


Section 1 N> indebtedness or obligation shall be in- 
curred by the Branch or any of its officers 
Non- or agents in the name of the National Asso- 
Linitation ciation for the advancement of Colored People, 
of National and the National association shall not be 
association responsible for any indebtedness or obliga- 


. ticn incurred by the Branch or by any of its 
officers or agents, 


Section 2 No indebtedness or oblization of more than cne 
hundred dellars shall be incurred in the name 
or behalf of the Branch wmiless by vote cf the 
Executive Comittec. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


FISCAL AND BUSINESS YEAR 
Section 1 The fiscal and business yoar of the Branch shall 
Schedule begin January 1 and end December 31, 


Section 2° The officers clected at the annual meeting shall be 
Installation installed at the next regular meeting of the Bra:ch 
of Officors following the election. 


idiaeeciia _There is a Mamphis Branch of the Natdonal Aasso- —-— 
ciation for the advancement of Colored People and the subsidiary 
branch of that chapter at LoMoyne College, colored university, in 
Memphis, Tennessee, The officers of the Memphis Branch are as 
follows: 


LLUS R. PHILLIPS, President, 

verend C. NM. DAVIS, Vice-President, 
MRS, R. L. FRANKLIN, Corresponding Secretary. 
MRS. C. RICHARD GOODEN, Recording Secretary. 
JAMES C. STAFFORD, Treasurer, 


The President's address 
 — ams All of these officers are colored, é 


The Executave Oommittee of the Memphis Branch is 


—as follows 


LEO PHILLIFS, (wife of the President) 
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MISS MARGARET BICKNELL 
Professor E. C. GEORGE 


Miss BICKNELL is the only member of the Executive 
Committee who is a white person, 


The LeMoyne College Chapter is headed by MARGARET 
CKNELL and assisted by E. C. GEORGE. Both of these persons 
re professors at the college, The balance of the Lelinyne College 
officérs are unknown at this tine. 
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t Reverend C. M. DAVIS is a retired Postel eo pel 
R. L, FRANKLIN, SOMME? 3. HUMES and J. A. SOMERVILIE are at the 
presemt tine carriers for the Post Office here in Memphi “J hora 9 
that JAMES C. STAFFORD, LAWRENCE J. LEE, SINZINE a 
UTILLUS R. PHILLIPS are all employed by the Railway 
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: He further advised that all of these individuals : 
_—.  Mhamed have signed the oath of allegiance to the Federal Govern= ~———--- 
“ment and that they were mot members of any subversi “Broups 
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of the or tloery: as follows: 


. aa 


CLE PHILLIPS is the wife of the Preidcenk f 
the Memphis Branch of the N.A,A.C.P. 


MRS. M. 7. BONNER is the wife of the Secret 
to the Universal Life Insurance Company in Memphis. 


MISS MARGRET BICKNELL and Professor E. C. GED 
are both professors at ths LeMoyne College. 


LEROY PITTMAN is a laborer working in Memphis,! 
Tennessee, | 


ALONZO LOCKE md RICHARD GOODEN are both en- 
cyees of the Hotel Peabocy in Menphis. 


He pointed out further that thc N,AA,C,P, has a 
youth movement, but that this movement is not affiliated in any 


way with any other group, He did not believe that it could be 
c-nsidered subversive. | 


the reporting agen o. of ofiicers of the Nashville Branc: 


of the N.A.A.C.P These officers are set out as follows: 
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erend W, J. FAULKNER, President 
W. D. HAWKINS, JR., First Vice-tresident 
MRS. J. T. DROWN, Second Vice-President 
Reverend JULIUS JOHNSON, Third Vice-“resident 
MRS. E. W. GRANT, Secretary . 
DEERWOOD McCORD, ” ase stant Secretary 
MRS, B. F. COX, Treasurer 


Executive Comittee is as followss. 


Attorney Z. ALEXANDER LOOBY 
F.C, EDWARDS 
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o We. Ae BECK © 
CHARD OTEY 
MERL R. EPPSE 
Reverend F. L. NceDOWELL 
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e officers of the Mobile Chapter of the N.A.A.C.P. 


are aS follows: 


» J. JACKSON,. President 
. H, FOWLKES, Vice-President 
YIOR, UGHES, Assistant Vice-President 
J. L. LORE, Secretary 
C. E. POWELL, First Assistant Secretary 
MISS AILENE ARRINGTON, Second Assistant Secretary 
HENRY THONAS , Treasurer 


as follows: 


f ONLRAD DEAN 

WILLIAM MARK 

R. E. Le BASTLAND 
Bishop W. T. PHILLIPS 


Reverend W. T. ROBINSON 
ALEX H. 

MRS. HATTIE CESTEDA 
WILLIS McCALL 

MRS. BEATRICE S. GOODE 
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MISS JANICE N. BLUNT -....... sx! Me eg 
1941 Regional Conference of the Southern Branches 
of the N.A.A.C.P. elected the following officers: 


Je J Lous » Chairman from Mobile 

J. E. PERKINS, Secretary from Baton Rouge —v 

J. E. LaFOURCHE, Director of Publicity, from New 
| Orleans : 

DR. E. ¥. PAGGART, Vice-President from Birmingham 

Professor E. L. BROOKES, Treasurer from Atlanta 
HELYNNE E. HOLMES, Director of Youth Work, from 

Atlanta oe i 


The Regional Counsellors are as follcs: 
df. 


D. SHORES, From Birmingham 
~ P. WALDEN, from Atlanta | 
J. EMMETT BALLARD, from Jackson, Tennessee 
J. E. PERKINS, from Baton Rouge. 


x ae i , 
[ \ advised that he suspecte d 
the LeMoyne = ane . sill of having radical ten- 
dencies; that the individuals who were leading that group are 
well-known agitators, The two leaders mentioned in this report 
are Pacifists; others are known to be fellow-travelers among 


the Commmnist group. 


PENDING 


12? Sr reer ee Teer 


et ee 


nn me eee eee 


oe oom ell -t— eC — —— — or i 
- - -*« - on - -<« 


_ 


LL CS Cy i tt i a, a. ct it, 


THE MEMPHIS FIELD DIVISION 


AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: 


a 


ao 


Will continue to contact 
to secure further information from him concerning the acti 
and program of the LeMoyne College Chapter and to determ'ne ac 


tar as possible the character of any subversive activitizcs being 
carried on by that chapter, 
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AT JACKSON, TENNESSEE: 


-*. 


hs :. a 


Will endeavor to determine the nature of the act: - 
vities of the Jackson Branch at Jacksoi:, Tennessee of the N.A.4.C.P. 


__AT. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE: 


Will attempt to determine the character of the 
activities of the Nashville Branch and of the individuals who 
are officers of that branch, 
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FOIPA DELETEO PACE INFORVATICN SHEET 
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Report of Special Agent 
March 11, 1941 at Washington, 
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Orrice OF Dincire ties imam 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ww. tons 


' Movenber 7, 996590 == @r, Manet 


White, Secretary sMieitens2 és = Sees 


Assocation for the Ady 010 Ted wr.-cance 
jPeople, (NAACP), New York City, 48 wm.cnw 
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My dear Mr. Hoover? 


Please pardon my delay in sending you the — ~<a 
of the reprint of my article, "The Negro and th = oe 
Communists," which appeared in Harper's : 
for December, 1931. Here it is. I also includ 
reprint of the statement by Clarence Darrow on 
Dehalf of the Association and himself explaini 


— the W.A.A.C. P._wi thirew from the Scot tsdoro 
6. . 


’ I go to the West Coast next month to speak 
_ at midyear Convocation of the University of California r 
and UCLA and also to fill other speaking engagements. 
I shall be in Berkeley and the Bay area from February 
11-16 and in Los Angeles and Hollywood from the 


17-26. Are there any services I can render while 
ni | 
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Mr. Arthur Garfield Hays and I were employed 
by the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People to assist the young Negro boys 
who had been convicted in what are called the 
Scottsboro, Alabama, cases. The appeal from this 
conviction 1s now pending in the Sapieme Court 
of Alabama. There was also employed with us 
one of the ablest and most influential lawyers in 
Alabama. Mr. Hays and I went to Birmingham 
to consult our clients and arrange for the argu- 
ment of the cases in the Supreme Court. 


The day after Mr. Hays and I arrived in Bir- 
mingham we received a telegram signed by all 


our supposed-to-be clients, who were confined in—the N.A.A.C.P., -whose long and devoted services. 


prison in Montgomery, Alabama. This telegram 


, informed us that they did not want us to appear 
in their case unless we would withdraw from the 


& 
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‘Labor Defense. 


orgily a 


N.A.A.C.P. and appear for the International 
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ters. During the argument of the case, the court 
stated openly that these threats had been received 
by the court, but that the judges would use every 
effort not to let these threats prejudice them in the 
decision of the case. 
$y ae 

Of course, the lives of these defendants are 
solely in the hands of the Supreme Court and 
the Governor of Alabama. It is idle to suppose 
that the State of Alabama can be awed by threats, 
or that such demonstration can have any effect, 
unless it is to injure the defendants. © ~~ -- - 


Neither Mr. Hays nor I could possibly foresake 


to the colored people are well known in every State 


_ in the Union. No more could we give out that we 


were representing the I.L.D. I am sure that we 
could have done nothing else than take this stand. 


This latter organization had sent 
lawyers and agents from New York, and had 
employed a Jawyer from Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
We immediately got in touch with the representa- 


tives of the I.L.D. and asked them to come to Bir- | 


mingham for a consultation. When they arrived 
we at once told them that we could not go into a 
contest to procure clients. We then stated to them, 
in writing, that we were willing to go 
into the case with the I.L.D. attorneys, provided 
that both organizations withdraw from the cases, 


) —the N.A.A.C.P. and the I.L.D. We urged that 


; \plone. 


_to New York and 


nejthef organization was a party to the record, and 
asked that all lawyers appear for the defendants 


After waiting 1 ‘Jnore than a day, while the 
agents and the attory :ys for the I.L.D. telephoned 
attanooga, they announced 
that we must withdraw from any connection with 
the N.A.A.C.P. and come in with them under the 
I.L.D. ‘This, of Course, we refused to do. 


Ever sinécehe beginning of the case, propaganda 
hes in 


has been strejuously carried on, by s 
various States. by newspapsr publicity in America 
and foreign cUttries. It»was openly stated that 


hundreds of lettes had be.n written to the judges, 
a's © 


and the Governo-, which’ threatened the offi 

and citizens of Alabama if the verdict of death 
should be cartied 
he' had received 2 
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‘out. The Governor stated that . 


least fiftcen hundred such Jet-_ when they 
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HE a of The ? National Asso- 
ciation gor the Advancement of 
_- Colored People _in_ the Scottsboro cases 


Bt 44 nul ud 


a 


ISN ow i 


: js aclear one. The, sentencing to death _ 


‘of eight Negro boys in April, 1931, on 


a trumped-up charge of having raped 
two white girls travelling in men’s 
clothes on a freight train in Alabama 


- 48 only one incident in a series of 


cases involving the nights of Negroes 
that the N.A.A.C.P. has fought in 
southern courts over a period of 
twenty-two years, during which many 
notable victories have been won. 

First steps by any organization or 


individual in these cases were taken by — 


. the N.A.A.C.P, branch in Chattanooga 
- and the local Interdenominational Min- 


isters Alliance. These bodies retained 
the only white attorney of Chattanooga 
whom they knew to be willing to go 


_- into the bitterly hostile atmosphere_at 


a Poi 


Scottsboro which surrounded the trials 
and attempt at least to get into the. 
transcript of record sufficient material 
to serve as basis for appeal to higher 
courts in the event of convictions as 
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April asrd in the Biesileaghin jail had 
signed a statement saying: 


in any other way iuiulere or au- 
thorized any attorney or person to 
act for us. Men claiming to be at- 
torneys or interested in us have been 
to see us at the jail in Birmingham 
and a Mr. Taub presented a paper 
for us to sign but we refused and 
he said he would sign for us. We 
did not touch the pen or tell him to 
sign our mames. . . . 

“None of us want to have anything 
to do with the International Labor 
Defense or its representatives and 
have not had. We did not send for 
the International’ Labor Defense . 
Organization, or its attorneys, or 
others who may be connected with 
it. They came to see us and we told 


——them to see Mr. Roddy.---We do not - 


want our parents or other relatives 
to employ them or have anyGumg 
do with them.” 


At the end of May, the N.A.A.C.P. 


The Communists were not the first 


»  Ofganization on the ground. They did 


not make an appearance before or dur- 
ing the trial of these boys on April 6 
at Scottsboro, except to send:a telegram 
to the judge on the day of the. trial. 
They had no attorney at the first trial, 
mor is there any record of them ap- 
pearing in any official or wnoffcial 
capacity before or during the trial. - 
After the trial I.L.D. agents sought 


_ to retain Mr. Roddy and when he re- 


fused to serve them, they proceeded to 


- denounce Roddy as a “Ku Kluxer,” 


aorens he had “urged the boys to 
guilty,” and that he had not de- 
ended them adequately. Yet they 
sought to hire him away from those 
who had engaged him for the first trial. 
The Association’s secretary, Mr. 
White, went to Chattanooga and Ala- 
in April to prepare for appeal 

from the convictions. 


At that time he 


——sent—its Field Secretary —Mr-. 


to Alahama to interview the boys, their 


parents and guardians. Mr. Pickens 


to . 


=_ —_— yo 2, EE, Gee -~-*. - 


This offer was not sisunleil by t he 
1.L.D., which instead embarked upor 


per-or—and continued a consistent 


denunciation ye the ere ; 
it among other things o ng § 

jen with the “lyncher bosse 
and the Ku Klux Klan to procure th 
railroading to death of the eight con 
demned boys. The N.A.A.C.P. ; 
obliged to spend considerable time if 
refuting these false charges becaust 
they were confusing the mind of the 
ublic and prejudicing the case of th 
bare, making the defense immense 
more difficult. | ; 
The N.A.A.C.P. throughout the c : 
realized that the purpose of the Com 
munists was not only to use the Sco s 
boro case as a means of revolutionar 
propaganda, but to. weaken or destro! 
the NA.A.C.P. The idea was to cc 
-—wince Negroes that they had no 10 pe 
- of achieving justice except aecagied 1 
Communist Party. — S 

Messrs. Fort, Beddow and Ray, 
had been retained t the N.A.A.CP 
prepared a bill of oclatear tee 
transcript of record of the first t 
and all t data on the case, fo 


interviewed the a jail er submission to the Alabama State 


with Mr. Roderick dow. The boys 
verbally assured Mr. Pickens and this 
distinguished attorney that they wished 
the N.A.A.C.P.-to defend them. In the 
meantime certain of the parents and 
relatives had been persuaded that their 
kin could be saved only by the Com- 
munist organization. 
tn an allot to eucuth. ont Ge At- 
ferences and to avoid a disastrous con- 
flict between attorneys, the N.A.A.C.P. 
on May 109 issued the following pete 
offer of cooperation: 
“In the defense of 


preme Court. This document for whi c 


by the NAACP. to join 
Gistine wished Fei cong 5. Yo 
att ° ew , 

t volunteered to serve with Mr. Darro 


md dis On eu Ay be 


ee a 


; 
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_ztelend thes tig 


~ Fiays with in by Messrs. Darrow and 
ays with Messrs. Fort, Beddow and 
Ray in Birmingham, a telegram was 
handed Messrs. Darrow and Hays pur- 
ey to have Been signed by the 
's informing them that 
-bovs only if Messrs.. 
ays —“repudiat 
. N.A.A.C.P, and nervedl under Commu- 


- Mist auspices and control. 
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~ €lined to do and on December 25 
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Messrs. Darrow and Hays, eager to 
save the boys, proposed that all attor- 
neys drop all organizational connections 
and jointly sign the following state- 
ment : 

“We represent the defendants. 
We represent no organization. The 
lives of eight bovs are at stake. It 
is unimportant who enlisted our in- 
terest. We will engage in no con- 
troversy between groups. 
agreed to work together to try to 
save these boys and our responsibil- 
ity is to them and to them only.” 


The representatives of the I.L.D. 


sign this,statement and insisted that Mr. 
Darfow and all other attorneys in the 
case must repudiate the N.A.A.C.P. 
and work under Communist direction. 
This Mr. Darrow and Mr. Hays de- 


drew from the case. The N.A.A.C.P. ‘ 
Board of Directors at its annual meet- 


— 


"the —the 1.L.D.-would 


We have | 


With=——rrection -with 


__— renew ee Oe ee eee eee re oe + See ee ee + ee - —— meee le 


‘ing on January 4 ‘approved their ae 


"sR + 


tase. ; 
The NAA. C.P. felt it was absolutely 


essential that there be no conflict be- 


tween attorneys or organizations at the 
time the case was presented to the 
. Alabama Supreme Court. Inasmuch as 


and by their action deprived the boys 
of the services of so able counsel as 
Messrs. Darrow, Hays and Beddow, it 
was felt that that organization must be 
permitted to assume full and entire re- 
sponsibility for the outcome of the 
cases. | 

Below is given the audit of receipts 
and disbursements in the case, made by 
W. C. Heaton and Co., certified public 
accountants of New York City. 


E have audited all Teceipts shown 
by the books to have been con- 


tributed for the purpose of defending | 


the Scottsboro cases and (with the ex- 
ception of telephone and telegraph 
charges, which have been test checked) 


‘refused to —permit-their attorneys. to --all recorded expenses,.-A small. 


accept no -comproniise, ————Zetal vecelpts—. 
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" eagrectly pomonene the receipts 


one Recripts 


From branches of -the Netisaal 
a Sn for tae Gavuwsanel 
af red Peopl: «00+ $4,604.09 

¥rm athes ergenizations......<»- 3744-86 

From individuals... Si kadies < eseees 706.96 


a 


For tegsi tees _ 
To Clarence Darrow ....§3,000.00 
To ie Weeds Roddy end 
ilo 


To Saba Beddow and 
T 
To yd lL. Walden..... 


Total legal $OOS. 2. cv everces 
For transcripts of testi 
For traveling expenses aes of or gen SAR 
of N.A.A.C.P. jeu eae 
For telephone and ‘telegraph. . 
For printing, pamphlets, invita- 
r tions, etc. 
or postage 
benefits, meetings,, etc. 


91 6.50 


3,604.07 
$95.36 


369.35 
on ae to 
200.30 


’ + Ber advertising. magazine " arti eS 


cles, i re 
ae ok a 83.07 
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ex- 
of 


Excess of expenses over receipts 


e are inforined by the 


only was unpaid at December 31, 1931. ort “the “Association that Mr.-Da 


No charges have been made for the 
services of executive officers or em- 
ployees of the N.A.A.C-P., nor for 
mimeographing, stationery, etc., in con- 


will refund a part of the fee paid h 
because of his withdrawal from 


cases and that there will be additi k 
bills for attorneys’ expenses, the tot 


of which is undetermined. 


We have prepared and submit the 
attached statement which we believe 


Very truly yours, 
Die W. C. HEATON & Co. 


r 


a 
$7,178.6 
$ 3123.8 


J 


cision and Publicly withdrew from the ~ expenses for the defense of the. Scc a 
ys | a cases, to December 31,-9931.- 
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ALTER WHITE 


Reprinted from Harper’s Magazine, December, 1931 
for The National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, 69 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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—THE NEGRO-AND THE COMMUNISTS - 
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. aye BY WALTER WHITE ’ 
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BOUT noon of a late March day clares that in all the journey of thirty 
of this year two white women odd miles to Stevenson, Alabama, 
mill workers clambered aboard neither she nor her companion paid 
a freight train at Chattanooga with any attention to their companions nor 
seven white men to hobo their way back spoketothem. The other girl told the 
home to Huntsville, Alabama. In more probable story that they laughed, 
. doing this these two women started joked, sang, and had a generally pleas- 
something—something that has had its ant time with the seven men who shared 
repercussions in every part of the civ- the gondola with them. 
ilized world. Thomas Mann and Al- 
bert Einstein, H. G. Wells and Theo- 
dore Dreiser and thousands of lesser augmented when twenty or thirty 
Juminaries of the world of letters, poli- Negroes clambered aboard. The whites 
tics, religion, and business have had 
something to say on the matter. The 
events which flowed with such startling 


apparently 
white hoboes felt there ought even to 
“Jim Crow” freight cars as 
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Rock, the next town, of what had hap- 
pened and asked that he stop the train 
the Negroes. — monty 
All this, together with six alleged 


¢riminal attacks upon each girl, hap- _ 
pened in the time it took the train to .. 


make the run from Stevenson to Paint 
Rock, a distance of thirty-eight miles. 
A harrowing tale was related by the 
older girl of knives held at the throats 
of her companion and herself while the 
gssaults took place. oe 
The sheriff and an -armed 

halted the train at Paint Rock. Only 
mine of the twenty to thirty Negroes 
who had boarded the train remained on 


County, as were the two girls and two 
white men found on the train, one of 
them being the one who was rescued by _ 
the Negroes. Significantly enough, 

this man who was the only known eye- 


prosecutor of Jackson County is re- 
ported to have attributed this to the 


fighting 
it was discovered that two of the four 
white “ se 
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t 


oe 
gon and telephoned the sheriff at Paint - 


mone had been committed. ‘Meantime 
news of the arrest and especially of dis- 
covery of the sex of two of the whites 


hed spread through the vicinity. A” 


crowd which grew rapidly gathered 


the girls. They later testified that 
they found the girls “in normal condi- 
tion, mentally and physically.” One 
of the girls had a slight abrasion which, 
one of the doctors admitted, might 
easily have been caused by riding in a 
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on charges of rape; a fortnight 
later they went on trial. One hundred 
and three national guardsmen with © 
‘ ___ drawn bayonets, tear-gas bombs, and — 
gn giachine guns surrounded the Jackson 
, County courthouse to prevent lynch- 
~  fings; they were sent there through the 
intercession with the governor by the 
__ Alabama Commission on Interracial — 
Co-operation. _The courtroom and the - 
space outside for a great distance 
around the courthouse were packed 
tight with ten thousand people, many 
of them armed, according to con- 
- gervative estimates. Scottsboro’s mer- 
chants, who catered on ordinary days 
to the simple needs of fifteen hundred 
souls, did a thriving business with the 
quintupled population. | 
As required by law when penniless 
defendants face trial where death is a 
possible verdict, Judge A. J. Hawkins 
assigned to the defense the entire Jack- 
son County bar, consisting af seven | 
lawyers. Six hastily made excusesand room men with grim, hard faces pressed 
Meee Sk TT were relieved by the court from the close-to them as they sat at the counsel 
§ SP STS ae obligation of serving. One remained table. When Victoria Price } 
| ae _— on the case—Milo Moody, getting told her story, reveling in the exciting 
along in years but true to his reputa- spotlight so utterly different from the 
tion of being a mild village iconoclast, dreariness 
willing to take hopeless cases... . | 
. Into the courtroom walked a white crowd came a roar which repéated 
tawyer from Chattanooga to ask per-—banging | 3 | 
mission of the court to assist in the de- 
fense. A group of Negro ministers 
and members of the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People had been stirred to action by 
the impending danger to the youthful 
defendants and by the far from ground- 
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* fendants are immediately released.” 


With sickening rapidity one after 


~ gnother of the boys was found guilty 


and sentenced to death. Only one 
escaped the death penalty. The prose- 


-cutor asked only for life imprisonment 


Oo 
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eee 


for him because the defendant had just 
then attained his fourteenth birthday. 
But seven jurors were adamant for 
the death penalty for him as well. 
The prospect of early deaths for the 
other eight appeased the crowd. Tak- 
ing advantage of the subsiding of the 
lynching atmosphere, the defense at- 
torneys encountered no objection when 


they placed on the witness stand the 


officer in charge of the national guards- 
men and a local court official. From 
these the admission was gained for the 
record that the roar of approbation 
which greeted announcement of the 
verdicts of guilty of the first two boys 
tried had unquestionably been suffi- 


Gent to penetrate to the room where © 
jurors deliberated over the cases of the 


others. Such admissions are of vital 


tion and other bodies, to appeal the 
case 
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to do so by beatings and by threats __ 
that they would be shot down in the 


if they varied in ; 
the stories they were 


est from ; 
__tell. _All nine of 


easary to successful action to obtain a 
new trial or rehearing in a less mob- 
charged atmosphere were begun. A 
highly competent newspaper woman 
and investigator sent to the scene by 
the American Civil Liberties Union re- 


vealed that the reputation of the two _ 


» 


girls was far from savory. Conversa- 
tion with one of the plaintiffs, 


-- wo - ——_—.— ° eee — a o = 


_~ a 
_ ©* : 
s+ > we’ « . 
— > «+ ee © % 
. 


— ~~~ ene of whose members had for fourteen issued in Moscow a lengthy resolution <. 

: | years served on the bench. Another on the Negro question in the United 
member of the firni is generally reputed States, urging the Negro working class — 
to be the ablest trial lawyer in the to form izati ich “i 

State, whose father before him had been 

_ adistinguished member of the Alabama y wi 

bar. All the members of the firm are Struggle against American -imperial-—— 

representative of the new South which 

is valiantly struggling to free that sec- 

tion of the country from the stigma of 

prejudice and oppression. Later, Clar- 

ence Darrow agreed to join counsel re- based upon the theory that the Negroes 

tained by the N. A. A.C. P. for the are the most oppressed group in the - - -. 

defense. ; United States and, therefore, should be 


When a motion for a new trial was the most fertile field for revolutionary 
denied, appeal was taken to the Ala- 


bama Supreme Court, where arguments 
will be held during the third week in pam. - - 
January. , Representatives of the International 


But while these investigations and 
negotiations were proceeding, a new 
element entered the cases which - ai-- 
multaneously complicated them to an 
unbelievable degree and, at the same 
time, made them the most’ | 
test of strength to date between those 
-who seek justice for the Negro through 
American forms of government and 
those who seek to spread Communist 
propaganda among American Negroes. 
_ With a blare of trumpets the Com- 
munists seized upon the Scottsboro 
convictions. It was, they. realized, a 
golden opportunity to put into effect 
the plan decided upon by the Third 
Internationale and upon which they 
had been assiduously working but with 
only a modicum of success—to capital- 
ise Negro unrest in the United States 
against lynching, jim crowism, pro- 
scription, and insult. As far back as 
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League of Struggle for Negro Rights,” 
had held at Chicago a convention to 
win Negroes to. the cause of Commu- 
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—-urk~ewr $9 weaken or destroy confidence in this 
wi organization and to injure the repu- 
--- -tation it had built up over a period of 
tacked as being “in league with the 
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capitalists.” Determined efforts were 
made to break up meetings of the 
N. A. A.C. P., in some instances police 
officers being necessary to avert serious 
disorder. Communists were scattered 
throughout the audiences ‘and, at a 
signal, began to shout for 
the right to be heard. When this was 
denied, handfuls of Communist litera- 
ture were flung into the air and such 
disorder created as to break up some of 
the meetings. A favorite device would 
be for a Communist to announce that 
one of the “mothers” was present and 
demanded the right to speak. When 
-- @t first such permission was granted, a -- i 
_ Communist would make a lengthy house and replace the furniture. - a 
harangue on Communism as an “in- police for a week or more sought to 8° =~ ———t—~S 
avoid trouble by paying no attentitim — Be 
and doing nothing about such action, 


All over the country “mothers” were 
produced; in one instance the “ mother” 
presented had ‘lived in that Northern 
city for upwards of twenty years. 
Editors of Negro newspapers were 
approached with proposals to divi 
the money raised locally in exchange 
for boosting of Communist meet- 
: In duly, Negro share-croppers and 
tenant-farmers in rural Alabama were : 
organized by Communist agents—two 
ef them white and one a Negro—into a - 
movement to gain relief from poverty 
*by mass action of white and black 
workers.”. Someone—no one seems to - 
know who—telephoned the sheriff the 
time and place of a meeting of the Ne- 
gro farmers and informed him that the 
meeting was called for the purpose ef 
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_gesulted fatally as in Chicago, and Usually the last to be hired and first > 
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. - - - oa ew Cleveland, where the funerals of the 


Negroes killed were utilized for huge 


to be fired, kept out of the skilled and 
semi-skilled trades even when amply 


- - parades sprinkled abundantly with 


banners and speeches advocating 
_ overthrow of capitaliam. _ 


qualified by ability and training to per- 
form ‘skilled work at correspondingly 
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And what was the soil into which the 
Communist propaganda fell? As I 
write I sit in a large Middle-western 
industrial city. Yesterday I was told 
by a social worker of a case he had 
encountered a day or so before. A 
Negro industrial worker employed by a 
large rubber company was about to be 
evicted from his tiny, humble home for 
non-payment of three months’ rent 
amounting to sixty dollars. He owed 
a balance of forty-eight dollars on a 
loan, and the loan company had gar- 
nisheed his wages. With a wife and 
five children wholly dependent on his 


wages, his wife a chronic invalid, two 
girls in high school, and the entire fam- 
ily suffering from under-nutrition, the 
man’s wages are thirteen dollare a week. 
Less than two dollars a day to feed 


Two weeks ago I visited Alabama, 
Georgia, and other Southern States. 
The collapse of cotton prices will hit 
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still frequent en | 

over the heads of Negroes, 

larly in the Southern and border 
States, as a not unlikely fate should 
they stir the mob’s hostility, ever near 
the surface. The benefits of union- 
ization are denied them; the American 
Federation of Labor has even ceased 
passing perfunctory resolutions against 


by .constitutional provision or unwrit- 
ten law. According to Edwin R. Em- 


“bree, President of the Julius Rosenwald 


Fund, in his recent book, Brown Amer- 
ica, though Negroes are taxed at the 
same rate as whites, yet the average 
annual expenditure in eight Southern 


—seven mouths, pay rent, buy clothing.—States for education per colored Child 


is but $12.50 against $44.81 for each 
white child. In Georgia the average is 
$35.42 for whites and $6.38 for Negroes; 
in Mississippi, $45.84 and $5.45. 
but immediate 
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seemed so impregnable before the shoot- 


ing at Sarajevo is in a bad way if it 
isn’t on the point of collapse. They 
realize, as does Paul Hutchinson in his 
World Revolution and Religion, that the 
white nations of the present world have 
no intention of changing materially the 
scheme whereby the colored races of 
mankind have so small a share of the 
wealth and power they help create; 
and the ruling classes among the white 
nations of the earth seem to them to be 


“ny 
us 


homeless, _ exploited, - 
oppressed is always a fertile field for 


those who advocate a change. Many 
Negroes looked upon the Communist 
as a new Messiah, a new Moses sent to 
lead them from the bondage which 
had become almost unbearable. With 
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farcical trials 
by send- 


egrams to the Governor of Als- 


SR, ape eae 


or to other officials of that 


State, peremptorily demanding i 


) release of the defendants. 


measages 
literate Negroes. It is reported that 
Governor Miller of Alabama has re- 


ceived more than seventeen hundred : 


such messages. 


When this campaign of threats was 


denounced by non-Communist or- 
ganirations like the N. A. A.C. P., the 
vials of wrath 

tions were 


ted,_and paper editorially, “We don’t by s : 


long sight endorse the complete 
gram of i 


else. 
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not segard this type of piceaieada ths af the Nege codi andy Gin te a 
anenace, yet when men and women are snunist agitation asa pretext for refusal —.—-..-.- 
victimized by hunger, want, privation to remedy bed conditions, for stifling 
end suffering, almost any kind of rad- legitimate protest by Negroes through | 
tcal and revolutionary doctrine, which attributing it to “Communist” propa- -—--——- * 
offers them certain relief and liberation ganda. Disillusionment replaced the 
from the system under which they ate hope which the Communist orators had 
suffering will make considerable head- brought. 
way among a large element of such a It is unfortunate that the American 
population.” - leaders of Communism were not blessed 
vy | with more common sense. Their bun- 
gling and dangerous tactics in the 
Seldom im the history of modern Scottsboro cases have even led to sharp 
times has a field eo fruitful been ready criticism from within their own party. 
ESE | and waiting. That the opportunity to The Revolutionary Age, for — 
eae lasting advantage of this was lost says of the methods used: | 
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EGRO AND THE COMMUNISTS ... i ee 
/ eahibited of an appreciation of the ianpor- aps at es innaia dali In Ge —---- ---— 
tance of gaininga labor baseamongthewhite meantime the United States can, if "~~" 
workers. The same old story resulted— | 
“conferences” which represented mobody, - 
“united fronts” based on appeals to “fol- 
low” the Communist Party, discredit, 
- polation. . 
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gotten itself into the unenviable position 
that it has been in altogether too frequently 
in recent months—that of a force for dis- 


2 enity and splitting. 


Among Negroes the pendulum swung. 
‘gharply away from the American 
Communist program, even among those 
of intelligence who had looked, if not 
with sympathy, at least with interest 
upon the economic and social experi- 
ment which is going on in Soviet 
Russia. Among these is the distin- 
guished Negro sociologist and editor, 
Dr. W. E. 3. Du Bois, who wrote in There is but one effective and intelli- 
the September issue of the Crisis that 
if the Communists had been really 


a they would have joined © 
any and all bodies and in- 


and then, the case won, they “could 
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What. ie tine To Do: 
re 12,000,000 colored Americans physically free from peonage, tyaching and mob 


Mentally ae from i 


Politically free from avanehtesinaie. 
Socially hes from insult. 


What It Has Done: 


Won 6 decisive victories in U. S. Supreme Court affirming fundamental constitutional 
rights of Negroes and all other minority groups; has won innumerable decisions in 
lower courts. 

Conducted first organized campaign against - Boeige ations ee chine™: 
mumerous race riots and mob murders; ynching”; 
made lynching national issue. 

osed bride compe 
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Through a annual award of ne Medal, for 17 years has called the world’s attention 
mm Negro talent and achievement; has fostered and stimulated the Negro’s crea- 
tive expression in the arts. 


Membership Open to All, Without Regard to to Race, Creed or Color. 
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